
Chad McAlister
Star Teacher

After having Mr. McAlister as a teacher of  multiple classes throughout high school, I believe 

that he stands out as my most influential teacher.  I have discovered from his legendary AP 

English class that I can push through any challenge – trust me when I say challenge – and feel 

so rewarded by my hard work in the end.  However, although it definitely feels satisfying to  

have the ability to recognize an Oxford comma or to decipher The Canterbury Tales, I also value 

the life lessons that I have gathered from him.

Mr. McAlister has convinced me that traveling and reaching beyond oneself  are some of  the 

most important things a person can do.  Whether by exploring Greece or a nearby art museum, 

I have been inspired to experience as many things as possible in life.  He has also taught me to 

seize every opportunity that comes about, motivating me to constantly better myself  and learn 

new things beyond just schoolwork. 

If  a lunchbox is left unattended in his classroom, it is almost certain that Mr. McAlister has 

raided it for Oreos or other snacks, stating that one must take advantage of  the opportunities 

that they have been given.  I admire that he has also shown by example that there is no shame  

in making mistakes, which is something I truly needed to learn.  Once, he left a pen uncovered 

in his pocket until it emptied into a massive ink stain on his shirt, and from that, I learned to try 

to make the best out of  any situation.

Mr. McAlister has mainly influenced me with his supportive attitude.  He has always been 

genuinely willing to listen to and help his students with anything, constantly encouraging.           

I have learned to believe in myself  because he believed in me, and I hope to make him proud   

in the future.
 
Caroline Womack
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2017
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Jo Anne Margolis
Star Teacher

It still feels like yesterday that I entered the welcoming doors of  Stuart W. Cramer as a 
freshman. Many questions ran through my mind that morning: Who am I going to  
surround myself  with? Am I going to be popular?  How am I going to survive the next 
four years? And what will I gain from being a student at SCHS? I am sure that all of  
these are questions that many freshmen have, but as I took my seat in Mrs. Margolis’ 
class, the many questions that I had began to answer themselves immediately. 

For the past three years, I’ve had the privilege of  having Mrs. Margolis as my teacher.  
From the moment I walked into her Health Team Relations class, she has taught me the 
importance of  professionalism, hard work, and kindness. Every morning, she greets my 
classmates and me with a warm smile, and her crisp, “Good Morning, Mr. Gamble” is 
one of  the first things I hear.   When addressing each student, she uses our title and last 
name to reinforce the importance of  maintaining a professional manner at all times.  

From the beginning, I knew that Mrs. Margolis’ class would be a challenge; the medical 
terminology, learning every system of  the body, and gaining the important clinical skills 
necessary to become a CNA have been an ongoing challenge. Over the past three years, 
each class has built on the one before so everything must be committed to memory.  
Even when it seems impossible, Mrs. Margolis always encourages us to work hard and 
rewards us with praise and most importantly, snacks. Her natural ability to be caring has 
made me view her as more than my teacher, but as a supporter of  my life. She has gone 
the extra mile by writing endless recommendations, praying for my family at times, and 
reassuring me that I can achieve my goal of  becoming a cardiothoracic surgeon.  

 Anyone who has interacted with Mrs. Margolis knows how much she enjoys a  
celebration, whether it be achieving a certain accomplishment or an actual holiday.  
These celebrations are one of  the many things I will miss most about being her student, 
but today I am especially proud to celebrate her for being my Star Teacher.

Zykevise Gamble
Stuart W. Cramer High School
Star Student 2019


